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Tactories Act 1948

L]

The Factories Act 1948 was an_Act of Parlinment passed in UK and adopted in

India.

It was passed with the intention of safeguarding the healith of workers. It
extended the age limits for the medical examination of persons entering factory
employment, while also including male workers in the regulations for providing
seats and issuing extensive new building regulations.

Ohjectives:

1. To ensure adequate safety measures and to promote the health and
welfare of the workers employed in factories. -

2. To prevent haphazard growth of factories through the provisions related
to the approval of plans before the creation of a factory

3. To provideBasic minimum requirements for ensuring safety, health and
welfare of workers.

4. To régu!ate the working condition in factories, regulate the working
hours, leave, holidays, overtime, employment of children, women and
YOLINg persons

%, Regulates working condition in factoriss.

Exvtra detail

Unaer the legislation, young persons under the age of eighteen became subject to
medical examination not only on entry to the place ol work, bul annually
thereafter. Certificates of fitness were also made a requirement for young people
enmployed in the Joeding, unloading and coaling of ships and other kinds of work in
ships on harbour or wet dock, engineering construction and building operations as

well as for factory employees
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SALIENT FEATURES OF MINES ACT, 1952 RULES & REGULATION

every mine shall be under a sole manager with prescribed qualifications. the owner, agent
and manager of every mine shall each be responsible to see that all operations are
conducted in accordance with the provisions of this Act

Drinking water in cvery mine provided and maintained at suitable points with sufficient
supply of cool and wholesome drinking water '

provision of readily accessible {irst-aid boxes or cupboards with prescribed contents
during all working hours

No work for more than forty-eight hours in any week or for more than nine hours in any

day

o Lquipment for fire-fighting - (1) a sufTicient supply of sand or in combustible dust or
sufficient pbrtable fire extinguishers shall be provided at every cntrance to a mine,

»  Precautions against dust — minimising of emissions of dust and suppression of dust which

enters the air at any work place below ground or on surface

« of certain machinery belowground. — (1) No internal combustion engine or steam boiler
" shail be used belowground in a mine

» Danger from surface water — No workings shall be made in any imine vertically below (a)
any part of any river, canal, lake, tank or other surface reservoir
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Bhopal Gas Tragedy

The Bhopal disaster, aleo relerred to as the Bhopal gas tragedy, was a pzas leal:
ncident in [ndia, considered the world's worstindustrial disaster. 1 oceurred on the

" night of 2-3 December 1984 at the Union Carbide India Limited (UCIL) pesticide

plant in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. Over 500,000 people were exposed to methy]

isocyanate (MIC) gas and other chemicals

‘The official immediate death toll was 2,259. The government ol Madhya Pradesh

confirmed a total of 3,787 deaths related to the gas release. Others estimate 8,000
died within two weeks and another 8,000 or more have since died from gas-related
diseases | '

Contributing factors
Factors leading to the maznitude of the gas leak mainly included problems suck as;

e storing MIC in large tanks and filling beyond recommended levels.

e poor maintenance after the plant ceased MIC production at the end of |98+,

e failure of several safety systems due to poor inaintenan-c,

+ and safety systems being switched off to save money-— including the MIC
tank refrigeration system which could have mitignted the disaster severity.

Other factors identificd by the inquiry included:

= use of a more dangerous pesticide manufacturing method,
* Jarge-scale MIC storage,

= plant location closc to a densely populated area,

» undersized safety devices, and

= the dependence on manual operations. .
 Pjant management deficiencies were also identified — lack of skilled

. operators, |
» reduction of safety management, insufficient maintenance, and madequate

emergency action plans.
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DETAIL OF WHA'T ARND WHY HAPPPENED

It the early morning hours ot December 3, 1984 a rolling wind carried a
poisonous grey cloud past the walk of the Union Carbide C plant in Bhopal,
Madhya Pradesh | India. An estimated 8,000 oy more people died (ove1 three times
the officially Lmnoum,ucl total)About 300,000 more would sufler agonizing injuries
from the disastrous effects of the massive poisoning. Forty tons of toxic gases were
reteased from Carbide's Bhopal plant and spread throughout the city. The cause
wiis the contamination of Methyl Isocyanate (MIC) storage tank No. GIMII
waler carrying catalytic material. The result was a nightmare that still has no end.
Residents awoke to clouds of suffocating gas and began a desperate flight through-
the dark streets. No alarm ever sounded a warning and no evacuation plan was
prepared. When victims arrived at hospitals breathless and blind, do doctors did
not know how to treat them since Carbide had not provided emergency
information.. This is the liroshima of chemical industry.

MIC in gaseous form is heavier than air and has a tendency to settle down. In this
form it is subject to wind dispersal. The gzographical churucienistics of the area
would control the dispersal. AL 11T PM an December 2, 1984 thc pressure 1 the
cank started building ap d!l the safety valve opeaed. Attno: dine, the carbaryl plant
wits stated to be working., The escaping MIC was released indo the atmosphere. The
Jeakage was betweerr 12,42 am and 1.30 am. A gentle wind slowly moved the
deadly cloud over an area of nbout 40 sq. km, thus causing a vast destruction of

lite. ' Q
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WORKSMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT

Workers" compensation st is a form ol fostrance providing wige repho cmens and medi-al

t

benetits to employees injured in the course of emplovime *tin exchanee for mondas
relinquisiment ot the emplovec's vight to suc his or her employer for the ton of peolipepees T
tradeofT between assured, Timited coverage and lack of recourse mutside e voorbor

compensation system is hnown as "the compensation hargain®,

Statutory compensation law

Statutory compensation law provides advantages to emplovees and emplovers, A sehedule is
drawn oul to state the amount and forms ol compensation to which an employee is entitied, if
he/she has sustained the stipulated kinds of injuries, Employers can buy insirance against such

el

occurrences, However, the specific form of the statutory compensation scheme may provide

detriments.

Statutes olten mwvard o scr monnt based on the Iypes ol injury. Phese pavments aee hased on

ahibie of the worker o Do aaploviment oo nartial eapacity: ooworker whe has losgan o e

- [P 1 SN - e ; i

Ofm as a ooog o vt BpkiaieRle A s L s e

finding work suiting disabuity.

When employers are requited to pul injured st on "light-datios” the employer may shaply stote
that no light duty work exists, and sack the worker wanable to ful i1 spevified Juties When

silicosis; the law often lags behind actual injury and oﬂ'crs_; no susiahle compensation, forcing thie
cipioyer and employcee hack to the courts (although in common-law jurtsclizctions these are
usoally one-olT instancesy, Finally, caps on the vaiue of disabilities may net refivenhe total cos
n(';::‘o:/icling for a disabled worker. The government may Jegislate the vaine f_wl:mmi .\'Pi.ﬂfli |
weapacity at far below the amount required to keep a worker in reasonahi Tiving conditions for

the remainder of s Hle,
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