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g.v-;;& Questions and Answers ———

Q.1. What do we mean by the Phonetic Transcription?
or

Write a note on Phonetic Transcription.
Ans. The study of the sounds of a language is called phonetics and phonetic transcription meay,,

transcribing or tuming the sounds into written form. It is a written record of sounds made by a speal,

Phonetic transcription is a device by which the correct pronunciation can be conveyed by the help of coriy,
symbols. A phonetic symbol represents a distinct unit of sound. Phonetic transcriptions are always showy, 4.
enclosed within slant? bars. For example, English word ‘judge’ is phoneticaily transcribed as / dz , dy |

where 5 sound represented by / d3/ and & by / A/.
Q.2. What is meant by Phonetic Transcription ? How is it helpful in language learning?

or
What is the use and importance of Phonetic Transcription?
N  or o
Why do we learn Phonetic Tfanséripfion?
Ans. Language is a system of communication through speech. Broadly speaking, language includes bath
written as well as spoken forms. Written language is an attempt to represent the spoken language by visual
symbols. In the words of R. K. Bansal, *‘The writing systems of languages are based on the allocation of visual
signs to unit of the aural medium’'. In order to be an expert in the use of a language, it becormnes essential for
the leamners to spell the words correctly and also to learn their correct pronunciation. In Hindi and other
Indian Languages there is generally a consistent relationship between the sounds and the letters used 1
represeni them in writing. But in English, the correspondence between the written form and the spoken tom
is not consistently maintained. English spellings were fixed in the fifteenth century but the Lagish
pronunciation has considerably25 changed from time to time. Therefore, the Indian students shouild make
systematic study of the English sound system — the Phonetics of English.

The knowledge of the Phonetics of English makes the learners understand all the nuances of the languad
For example, a single vowel / a / is differently pronounced in different words such as in ‘man’ il is/ m ¢ "
while in ‘car’, itis/ka : /. Similarly, in ‘but’, ‘u’ is pronounced as/ b At/ while in ‘put’, it is / pu

24. Oblique; 25. To a great extent.
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language. For example, the English words ‘peak’ and ‘spe K e maScipion o g
i:k/and sk

the second word is an

e allophonic transcription. the phonetic qualiny of

aspirated / p / of ‘peak’ can be indicated by

Q.4. Write a note on the International Phonetic Alphabet.

Ans. The International Phonetic Alphabet gives us a uniform international medium of stu4ying and
transcribing the sounds of all the languages of the world. In other words, the International Phoretic ;‘.J}::_f:'%"";
is ‘a precise and universal means of writing down the spoken forms of utterances as they are spoken r:.i
reference to their written representation, grammatical status or meaning’.

The International Phonetic Alphabet helps the people to maintain an intemnational uniformity in the
pronunciation of English. It facilitates to teach the correct pronunciation of English which ultimately
contributes a lot in the description of languages. 1t will help in removing any sort of confusion, created by the
spellings. The IPA has been prepared by the International Phonetic Association.

Q.5. What is a phoneme ? What is an allophone? (2009-10)

Arns. Every language has a large number of sound segments, both vowels and consonants. Thesz sound
segments, fbrming the sound system of a language, are known as phonemes of that language. A phoneme
may be defined as a minimal distinctive sound unit of a language. Forexample /p, b. k. g 1. d are

different phonemes in English.
Different variants of the same phoneme are known as allophones. For example, in the words pin and spin

the phoneme / p / has two different allophones, [ph] and [p] respectively.

Q.6. What is a syllable ?
Ty =T = q rel !
Ans. The syllable is a unit adopted for the analysis of speech. The muscles of the chest coniract and rei

alternately. The movement called a chest-pulse corresponds to a syllable.

Q.7. Give a list of phonetic symbols, given by the International Phnnetic Association.
Ans. Below is a list of the phonetic symbols, given by the International Phonetic Assoclation:
Twelve single vowels: /i/,/i:/,/e/, /del,/nl la:/ful,uffo/5:0]3 A, 1al.

Eight diphthongs: /ai/,/au/,/ei/, /i/,/du/,/id/,/€d/, [ud/ | :
Coﬂsonants:/p/,/t/,/k/,/ﬁ/,/f/‘/el,/S/,/I /o Ih bl idl gl dgd vl 34,121, gl /ml /0l im

/,/F/,/r/,/j/,/w/.
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{ are diphthengs?

hthong glide mean -
ds in combination are treated by some linguists as tye, ey

Q.8. Wha

Ans. A diphthong ot dip

. o VO s« or vo\\‘ﬂ] like soun ] o B ‘
glide. Two VOWES ¢ 6 units. The stmplest way of wanscribing therm is with lwo BYINbefs
elements. by © )

thers as indivisible* , .0 hic
e cven if there be 1o following vowel, the tongue alides usually towards o high front pegyy, -
) ¥ - ! 4 16y 2 A
tong v ple, in the word ‘away', the second vowel has a glide -/ gwel /. A diphip,
a glide. Eight diphthongs with thely EXATI o "
Corite

« double sonnd. Often it ls delined as an lndqunr]“m y
E je)

high back position. For exam ‘ :
described as a combination of a vowel an

mav be
mentioned below: |
Diphthong Words Phonetic Transcripiig,,

feil qate / geit /
faif pine / paln /
fai bay /boi/f
fau/ go / gou /
faul cow / kau /
9/ here / hig /
fedl there /éea/
fud/ poor / pud /

Q.9. What are plosives?

Ans. A plosive or stop consonant is one that is produced with a stricture. There is a complete clasure o 1.

air—passage; pressure is built up and then the air is released with explosion. There are six plosive consonant |,

English —/p. b, t,d. k, g/. These plosives are divided in the following points, on the basis of their articulinon-

1. Bilabial plosives: In the articulation of /p/and / b/, two lips make a contact with each other = ¢
peip o, ‘paper,and/b At/ 'but.

2. Alveolar plosives: /t/and/d/ are articulated by the tip or blade of the tongue making a firm conto
with the teeth—ridge and obstructing air, e.g., / teik /, ‘take’ and /deit / ‘date’.

3. Velar plosives: In the articulation of / k/and / g/, the soft palate comes in contact with the back of ihe
tongue where air is obstructed, e.g., / get:_. zate’ and / sku : I/ ‘school.

Q.10. What are fricatives ? E

Ans. Fricative consonants are produced by bringing two organs so near each other that the air strear 7=
to pass through a narrow passage and comes out with audible friction. Such fricative phonemes are

[fov/ labio—dental e.g., in fame, vain
18,3/ dental e.g., in thank, there
/s, z/ alveolar e.g., in sip, zip
/.3 palato-alveolar e.g., in show, zeal
/h/ glottal e.g., in hot

fr/ as in words like red, train

26. Which cannot be divided.
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q.11. What are the nasal soung, 2 e 2%
Ans. For the production of nasal con

iwered and the air comes out throug

Z== Phonetics and Syffab(p

SOnants complete
closy
h the nose. Teis made in the maouth,

bt the soft palata g
There are three nasal phonemes in English-
/m/ which is bilabial, e.q.. in am
fnf which is alveolar, e.g_’ in COﬂO:g, fom rn
/n/ which is a velay Consonant, e‘gj in fin " /k?m !
Q.12. What are contoids and vocoids ? , o Hfingd

nds divi '
Ans. The sou ivided into vowej sounds are known as vocoids. Simitarl
copsonants are known as contoids, < milarly, the s

unds divided inte
Q.13. What is a lateral?

."TUIS. In the émmlfahon of the lateral consonant / I, the tip of the tongue makes & contact with the teeth
ridge but the sides of the tongue are lowered s that there is a free passage for the escape of air on the
f this consonant there is a closure in the middle
ttle, / kde t !/ and bottle, /bwt |/

i i i Jifj 25
The vocal cords are in vibration. For the production o ;

] and thus
the air comes out through the sides in words like ca

Q.14. Name the criteria according to which the vocoids are normally classified.
Ans. Vocoids or vowel sounds can be classified according to these three criterias
1. tongue height whether close, half-close, half-open and open or high, mid and low.

2. tongue advancement i.e., front, central, back

2
o

3 lip-rounding i.e., rounded and unrounded.

Q.15. Describe the tongue height during the articulation of various vowels.

Ans. A close vowel is one for which the tongue is as close to the roof of mouth as possible. for example /i

nsea and/u:/in zoo.

A open vowel is one which is produced with the tongue as low as possible and the jaws are wide cpen. lor
2rample / a : / in car and /»/ in cot. The two intermediate points — half close and half open — are
“hlained by dividing the distance between the two extreme positions into three equal points. These are
‘epresented in the following manner:

Close Front Cenial Back Close
Hﬂlfk \ H‘\h 1:1.-.\.“.'

Half open sum—— S R [T TN

Open

Open ™

(

116, Define the glottal.

'h, _

_12.,, Glottal is produced by an obstruction or narrowing between the vocal cof_df'_r_‘w;’,g_ o=
\h—‘——,\——‘_‘—— i

-
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Direction: Answer the following questions in brief:
Name four centring diphthongs.

Name four closing diphthongs.
Name three diphthongs which glid

How do the consonant sounds differ from

e towards /i /.
the vowel sounds ?

Define the Plosives.
Why / t. d / are called alveolar plosives ?

Which sounds are the fricatives in British R.P. ?
Describe the nasal sounds in brief.

Give a list of the twenty four vowels in British R.P.
10. Describe in brief the palato-alveolar affricates.

9@_\199}1“0\,””

Al e Questions
. \q? Short Answer Typ B .

‘ é\%} Objective Type Questions

Direction: Tell whether the following statements are true or false:
/d:/,/ nland/ de/ are diphthongs.

/9. u, [areshortvowels.
During the articulation of the English consonants / p, t, k /, the vocal cords vibrate

/ p. b/ are bi-labial plosives.

/1.1, e, de/ are the front vowels.

/ »,3:, d/are central vowels.

1.

2.

3a

4.

5. There are twenty consonant sounds in English.

6.

7.

8. Vowels are articulated with a stricture of open approximalion.
9.

f e/ 1s atront vowel pronounced with spread lips.
10 A t“!}ii!'.'ll]'; is just like a [adre 'n.-'r'l'-.L"d_

Direction: Do as directed:

1.  How many different
oW many different consanant sounds does the letter ¢ have in the following wor

{.\"I [Ih“. LY

{ Cang i) i i
a) ! (b)) curtain (¢) receive (d) dice
2, H ey wany dillerent va B ‘
tow many diferent vowel sounds does 1he letter a have In the following word=:
(a) cas (L) l:,.,_nui (c) rate (d) raw (e} bare

—_——
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. ow many differen m——— P37
3. M f consonant sounds does the letier ¢
(a) game (b) ginger (©) quide % have in the following werds 2
: v {d) mirage
4. ListZwords each to show how the ) 2 (e} sage (1) aqe
a, e i, 0, W fo"':"”‘“g vowel letiey .

s¢ -
an have different SOUNdS i differert s

5. Givethe phonetic transcription of the following word
S

(C) net (d)
chi ' put hi 0 o
(g) chide (h) ditch (i) jerk () perch ((i))c .Z f) tag
6. Pronounce the following words and write the vowel sound guide (1) thir
each of the words. represented by the letters in beld type ir
(a) food (b) all {c) cup () bird (e last o
(@) fellow{h) quess (i) sand (i head (k) had it
(m) early {n) thirst (o) nut 1) ha

Give an example for each of the following diptithongs: / ei, ai,oi, du., au. i3, €9, uil/

~ Answers

Answers in Brief

1. Four centring diphthongs are / i9, €9, ou, ua /.

2. /ai, au,oi, ei/ are four closing diphthongs.

3. /el ai,ni/ are the diphthongs which glide towards / i/,

4.  During the articulation of the consonant sounds, there is an obstruction of the air passage while in the
production of vowels the lung air escapes through mouth without any friction.

5. The sounds which are produced by means of a complete closure of the air-passage which is afterwards
released are called plosives.

6.  During the articulation of / t, d / the tip of the tongue makes a firm contact with the alveolar (leeth-ndge
blocking the air— passage in the mouth. / t, d /, therefore, are known as alveolar plosives

1. 1fvl e b/ /s z/,/ {, 3/ and/h/arenine fricative phonemes in British R.P

8 . During the articulation of the nasal sounds there is completé closure in the mouth. The soft palate i
lowered s0 that the air can pass through the nose. / m, n, 1/ are the nasal sounds

9. In British Received Pronunciation, there are twelve pure vowels and eight diphifionas. The pure vowes
are: (i i e de, n a:, v 3,4, U3 0/andthe diphthongs are — [ id, £d, du, ud ai au

14,

/t{ /and/d %/ are the palato-alveolar affricates. During thelr articulation the soft palate is raised as
1o shut off the nasal passage of air. The tip and blade of the tongue make a finn contactwith fhe e
ridge, blocking the oral passage. The air releases slowly with fiiction between the front of the tongus

and the hard palate and between the blade of the tongue and the teeth ridge.

. .
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True or False

e E—————

1. False 2. True 3. False 4. True
5. False 6. True 7. True 8. True
9. True 10. False
Po as directed
1. (a)/k/ (b)/k/ {c}/s/ (d)/s/ (e)/s/
2. (a)/a:/ (b)/oe/ (c)/eif (d)/>:/ (e} / €0/
3. {(a)/a/ (b} / dg/ (c)/g/ (d}/ z/ (e) /d g/ i/ dg/
4. a — /de/in apple, /d/in about
e — /i/in bed, /3 :/in fern
i —_ /1/in hit, /au/in cow
o — /v/ in got, /du/in go
u — /u/in put, / A/ in but
5. (f(al/kvt/ (b) /dzet/ (c)/net/- (d)}/put/ (e) /tfip/
(f)/toeg/ (g)/tfaid/ (h)/dit]/ ()/dg3:k/ ()/p3:tf/
(k) /gaid/ (1) /6in/ |
6. (a)/u:/ (b)/a:/ (c) /Al (d)/3:/ (e) /a:/
(f) /n/ (g)/e/ (h) /e/ (i) / oe/ () /e/
(k) / de / (1)/de/ (m)/3:/ (n)/3:/ (0) / A/
7. /ei/ - gate, /Jau/ — cow
/ai/ — kite, /io/ — here
/pi/ — badil, /ed/ — there
fou/ — vote, [ud/ — poor

‘-luq,,u‘_-..
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